
ADDING CUSTOM ITEMS

TO THE "START MENU"

IN "WINDOWS 10"

http://aztcs.org/
http://www.windowsusers.org/
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Web location for this 

presentation:

http://aztcs.org
Click on

ñMeeting Notesò
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
"Windows 10" has a new multiple 

column "Start menu".                                    

The left or middle column of the 

Windows 10 "Start menu" is the 

traditional "Windows 7"-style "Start 

menu". To create menu items in this 

column, you have run through the 

procedure that involves creating and 

dragging shortcuts.
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TOPICS
Å "Start menu" Complexities in "Windows 10"

Å Inflexible Left or Center Column of the "Start 

Menu"

Å Creating a Tile in "Windows 10"

Å Creating a Custom "Start menu" Item in 

"Windows 10"

Å Making Custom "Start menu" Items Display 

On The Top in "Windows 10"
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10"

o At the present time (September 7, 

2016) some copies of "Windows 10" 

are running the "Fall Update" and 

some are running the "Anniversary 

Update".

o All copies of "Windows 10" will 

eventually get the "Fall Update" 

automatically through the "Windows 

Update" process.
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

o The "Fall Update" for "Windows 10" 

was released in November 2015.

o It is now known as "Version 1511" of 

"Windows 10".

o The "Start Menu" in the "Fall Update" 

looks has two columns:
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10"

o The left column of the "Start 

menu" of the "Fall Update" of 

"Windows 10" looks like the 

"Windows 7.." Start Menu:



10



11



12

START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10"

o The right "column" of the "Fall 

Update" in the Fall Update" of 

"Windows 10" looks like the 

"Start screen" in "Windows 8" 

and Windows 8.1":
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

o The "Anniversary Update" for 

"Windows 10" was released on 

August 2, 2016.

o It is known as "Version 1607" of 

"Windows 10".

o The "Start Menu" in the "Anniversary 

Update" has 3 columns:                                
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

o The left-most column of the 

"Start menu" is one of the 

"improvements" that was or 

will be introduced by the "Fall 

Update".
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

o The center column of the 

"Start menu" in the 

"Anniversary Update" looks 

like the "Start menu" of 

"Windows 7":
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

ÅThe "Fall Update" (= "Version 

1511")                                            

of "Windows 10" has a  2-

column "Start menu".

ÅThe "Anniversary Update"                                   

(= "Version 1607") of "Windows 

10 has a 3-column "Start menu".
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Making Tiles by Putting Shortcuts in 

"ProgramData" Folder, Etc. (continued)

ÅFor any "version" of "Windows 

10", you cannot add an 

executable file, a data file, a 

folder, an Internet shortcut, or a 

batch file directly to the center or 

left column of the "Start menu" in 

"Windows 10".
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

Å"Pin to start" means                                        

"Create a Tile" in the right-most 

column of the "Start menu"                          

in "Windows 10".
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START MENU COMPLEXITIES IN 

"WINDOWS 10" (continued)

Å"Pin to start" can be done with a 

right-mouse click to most items 

in "Windows 10".                                

It makes a tile in the right-most 

"column" of the "Start Menu".          

Adding an item to the left-most 

or center column of the "Start 

Menu" is a bit more work:                                 
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Making Tiles by Putting Shortcuts in the 

"ProgramData" Folder, Etc.

One paragraph description: You can 

make a custom item for the "Start Menu" 

of "Windows 10.." by doing the following: 

From "File Explorer" or the "Desktop", use 

the RIGHT mouse button to drag and 

create a "shortcut" to the target photo, 

data file, or traditional software 

application. Then copy this shortcut to 

C:\ProgramData\Microsoft\Windows\Start 

Menu
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Making Tiles by Putting Shortcuts in 

"ProgramData" Folder, Etc. (continued)

ÅYou cannot add an 

executable file, a data file, a 

folder, an Internet shortcut, or 

a batch file directly to the 

center or left column of the 

"Start menu" in "Windows 10".
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Making Tiles by Putting Shortcuts in 

"ProgramData" Folder, Etc. (continued)

ÅHowever, you can add custom 

items that point to any of the 

above items to the center or left 

column in the "Start menu" 

screen of "Windows 8.." by 

putting shortcuts in the 

"ProgramData" folder.
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Making Tiles by Putting Shortcuts in the 

"ProgramData" Folder, Etc. (continued)

Step 1: 

Go to the "Desktop" of "Windows 

10..":
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