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USING "VIRTUAL MACHINES"

TO SAVE REAL MONEY, SPACE, AND TIME

FROM A "WINDOWS" PERSPECTIVE 

Objective 1:

Make virtualized computers simulated by free software:

You can download and install free "VMware Player" and/or "Oracle VM VirtualBox" into your existing Windows computer. These two amazing software applications allow you to run various operating system "guests" such as various distros of Linux and various versions of Windows and DOS as "virtual machines". These "guest operating systems" will not have any clue that you are running them inside a virtualized hardware environment.

Objective 2:

Make virtualized machines from existing physical computers:

You can download and install free "Paragon Go Virtual" and/or "VMware vCenter Converter Standalone" into your existing Windows computer. These two amazing software applications allow you to make a virtualized copy of any existing "Windows" computer. The process for doing so is called "P2V" conversion. After you run the conversion process, you can take this virtualized copy of a physical Windows computer (on an external hard drive) and "run"/"play" it as if it were a real computer from within "VMware Player"  and/or "Oracle VM VirtualBox" on any Windows computer.

DETAILS FOR "OBJECTIVE 1":

INSTALL THE FREE "WINDOWS 7 ENTERPRISE TRIAL"

INTO A "VIRTUAL MACHINE" 

You can download a trial copy of "Windows 7 Enterprise" at

http://technet.microsoft.com/en-us/evalcenter/cc442495.aspx?ITPID=wtcpgs.

Detailed instructions for installing this free evaluation of "Windows 7.." can be found at

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/winhardsig/win7eval/win7eval.htm (html)  (pdf) 

Step-by-step instructions for installing this free evaluation of "Windows 7.." into "VMware Player" are available at

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/winhardsig/win7intovmware/win7intovmware.htm (html) (pdf) 

Step-by-step instructions for installing this free evaluation of "Windows 7.." into "VirtualBox" are available at

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/winhardsig/win7intovirtualbox/win7intovirtualbox.htm (html) (pdf) 

Please read and respect the Microsoft Evaluation Software License Terms (html)  (pdf) for the "Windows 7 Enterprise Trial".

INSTALL "UBUNTU" LINUX RUNNING INTO A "VIRTUAL MACHINE" INSIDE "VIRTUALBOX"

See

http://aztcs.org/meeting_notes/linuxsig/ubuntuintovirtualbox/ubuntuintovirtualbox.htm
DETAILS FOR "OBJECTIVE 2": 

PHYSICAL TO VIRTUAL (P2V CONVERSIONS)

To convert/copy a real physical computer into a "virtual machine" that can be "played" in any Windows computer that has a copy of "VMware Player", you can use the free "VMware vCenter Converter Standalone" software utility or the free "Paragon Go Virtual" software utility.

PHYSICAL-TO-VIRTUAL BY "PARAGON GO VIRTUAL"

See http://www.informationweek.com/news/smb/hardware_software/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=226200112 or

http://www.intowindows.com/paragon-go-virtual-free-powerful-migration-tool-for-windows/
The users manual for "Paragon Go Virtual" is located at

http://www.paragon-software.com/docs/GoVirtual_manual_eng.pdf
The "Paragon Go Virtual" software application can create virtual machines for both "VMware Player" and "VirtualBox".

PHYSICAL-TO-VIRTUAL BY "VMWARE VCENTER CONVERTER STANDALONE"

The "VMware vCenter Converter Standalone" software application can be used to create virtual machines for "VMware Player". It cannot be used to create virtual machines for "VirtualBox".

The "FAQ" for "VMware vCenter Converter Standalone" is located at

http://www.vmware.com/products/converter/faqs.html 

Here is a screenshot of "VMware vCenter Converter Standalone" in the middle of converting a real, physical "Windows 7" computer into a virtual machine for "VMware Player":
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Welcome to VMware vCenter Converter Standalone

VMware vCenter Converter Standalone alows you to take one of a vari_ety of machines and convert
L nto a new VMware virtual machine. The machines you may convert include:

Convert - Physical machines
Machne - VMware vitual machines (.vmx)
- Microsoft VirtualPC's or Virtual Server vitual machines (.vmc)
- Symantec LiveState Recovery Image (.sv2i)
- Acrons True Image Backup (.tib)
- StorageCraft ShadowStor (.spf)
- Parallels Virtualzation Products (.pvs)






